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bromide HayniBiin determined that the dose could be considerably 
increased without the danger of poisonous symptoms It appears 
plausible from the chemical structure of sabromm that its action is 
slow and at the same time prolonged. Hnymann says that I 113 clinical 
observations agree with this theory. No patient became accustomed to 
the remedy, so that it was not necessary to increase the dosage. 

The Action of Fats in Excessive Gastric Secretion.—M artinet 
(Prcase mid., 1909, lviii, 515) advoentes tbe use of olive oil in cases of 
excessive gastric secretion, such'ns ulcer of the stomach, simple hyper- 
chlorhydria, and gastrosuceorrhcen. He also believes that from 100 
to 150 grams of olive oil taken before breakfast is beneficial in the treat¬ 
ment of gallstones. Often the olive oil is objectionable, and then the 
fat may be prescribed in the form of fresh milk or cream, Fresh 
almonds up to an amount of 80 to 100 grams a day may also be used to 
furnish the required amount of fat. Fresh bone marrow spread on 
bread in place of butter is another method suggested for supplying the 
fat. He also suggests that olive oil may be substituted for butter in 
the preparation of food, since it is more easily digestible than other fa s. 
Olive oil, lie claims, diminishes gastric secertion, regulates the bowels, 
and supplies easily digestible nutriment. 

The Treatment of Gastric Ulcer with Iron Chloride Gelatin— Bourget 
mernp. Monats., 1909, vii, 353) lias used, for a number of years, 
stomach lavage with a 1 per cent, solution of iron chloride for the treat¬ 
ment of gastric ulcer. He replies to the objections of some against 
the use of the stomach tube in ulcer of the stomach tlmt lie 1ms used 
it thousands of times with no bnd results. On the contrary, most of 
his cases have been cured in fourteen days, and some even in still less 
time. Since, in practice, it is often inconvenient to use a stomach tune, 
lie has endeavored to apply a modification of this treatment by giving 
the iron chloride in gelatin. He prepares this in the following manner. 
100 grams of gelatin is dissolved in 100 grams of water and 100 prams 
of glycerin. To this lie adds 50 grams of a 10 per cent, solution of 
iron chloride. The addition of the iron chloride forms a precipitate. 
The mixture, is stirred vigorously while warm in order to secure a homo¬ 
geneous distribution of this precipitate. The mixture is then poured 
into the moulds of 1 c.c. capacity and nllowed to harden. Two or three 
of these tablets are given two or three hours after meals. Bourget 
follows this routine: 8 a.m., milk and awicbnch; 10 A.M., one tablet, 
10 30 a.m., 100 to 150 grams of alkaline water; 12 noon, milk ana rice, 
3 r.M./onc tablet; 3.30 r.M. to 4, 150 grams of nlkohnc water; 0 p.m., 
milk and rice; 9 r.M., one tablet; 10 r.M., 150 grams alkaline water. 
The prescription for tbe alkaline water is as follows: 

I}— Natrii bicarb, puriss. . . ..?-2 

Natrii pliosph. sicci..J- 

Natrii sulpn.sicci. 

The prescription is to be divided into powders. 

Dissolve one of these powders in 1 liter of cold water. 

The effect of this method of treatment is very favorable, especially 
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upon the pain. In the severe cases with bleeding he begins the treat¬ 
ment by lavage with a I per cent, iron chloride solution and then follows 
with the iron chloride gelatin. In all the cases so treated the bleeding 
stopped immediately and did not recur. Bourget adds that the iron 
chloride gelatin has the further advantage of combating the anemia. 

The Treatment of Stokes-Adama Syndrome.— Wilcox {Boston Med. 
and Surg. Jour., 1909, xxv, 825) recommends in the treatment of Stokcs- 
Adams syndrome the use of atropine to diminish the irritability of the 
pncumognstric terminals, and strychnine to increase the force and fre¬ 
quency of the ventricular systole. He adds that atropine is useless 
when the symptoms arc dependent upon a myocarditis. Alcohol in 
some cases lias seemed to diminish the attacks. Wilcox also secured 
good results by the use of cactus grandiflorus given in the form of the 
fluid extract in doses of 30 drops. After the acute attack has subsided 
he gives iodide of arsenic in doses of 1 mg. three times n day. Since 
the presence of gummas in the bundle of His has been determined 
in a number of autopsies, he thinks it wise to try mercurial inunctions 
or intramuscular injections of iodide of mercury in oil. At the same 
time strontium iodide should be given in increasing doses. 
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The Effect of Cathartic Drugs in Ghiidren.—I. A. Antf ( Archives 
Pediatrics, 1909, xxvi, 83fi) reports the result of observations made to 
determine the therapeutic limitations of cathartic drugs in children. 
Calomel, castor-oil, and Epsom salts were given 125 times to 22 children. 
The stools were examined before administration began and also twenty- 
four hours afterward, particular stress being laid on the presence of 
blood and mucus in the feces; these elements being taken as an index 
of the degree of irritation produced. Calomel in 1-grain doses, and 
the same amount in divided doses, showed on the following day mucus, 
and occasionally blood in the stools. Two or 3 grains given at one dose 
showed both blood and mucus, which continued for two and three dap. 
When calomel was given in daily divided doses ( T V grain) fora consecutive 
number of days, the reaction for mucus and blood increased in intensity 
from day to Jay. 

Magnesium sulphate in single doses of 1 dram of a saturated solution 
resulted in slight irritation, but no blood. Larger doses, 1 dram for 
three successive days, showed the reaction for blood and considerable 
mucus, though not as much as followed repeated doses of calomel. 
Castor oil in single doses of 1 dram showed no irritation. Two drams 
at one dose administered to older children showed irritation in one case 



